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LETTER TO A NOBLE LORD 
at London from a friend at Oxford, 


upon occaſion of the late Covenant 
taken by both Houſes. 


My Loxzop, 

| TEE. Have received your Lordſhips Letter of the 
ELNARN 10 of this inſtant, with much more trouble 

Ell and fadnefſe of mind then any thingyou haye 
f| ſent methis whole ill yeare, All your Decla- 


W)? 
» 


_ © racions, Votes, Ordinances, and Orders with 
WES = your Generall's powerfull Commiſſion to kill 


thought fir ro tell the World that thereis no poſſibility or hope +} 


grown ſodcad to the one, and your Vnderſtandings fo dull to the 

other,rhat in plain Engliſh you promiſe God Almightytoaſb(t any 

body-co kill the King; and ſet up new Covenants of: youir owne, 
A 2 


poyne 


(2) 


poynt blank*againſt your Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
and publiſh all this to the People as the. Articles of your new 
Creed? And yer that your Lordſhip ſhould tel] me that your Aﬀe- 
Aion and Duty tothe King continuesſtill the ſame you have pre. 


* tendedit; that you have ſtill not anly the ſame deſire,but the fame 


hope of Peace; and that you are confident that the Anabapriſts and 
Browniſts ( whom mz thinks you have ſworn to defend ) will 
ſhortly ſhip themſelves for anotherClimare, is ſoſtrange ro me, that 


Amazcmentir felf is not more confounding. You tell me of a trick 
_ Lordſhipshav&found our, to fave you harmleſſc from any ob- 


igation by this Oath,a Sa/vo toall your other Oathes Luwfully ta- 
ken, and thoſe being ina Diameter contrary to this, you have upon 
the matter engaged your ſelves to nothing by this new Covenant, 
and ſohave cunningly evaded the deſigne of the Contcivers: Oh 
(my Lord ) can you pleaſe your ſelves with theſe ſhifts? Is this the 
Wiſdome, Vigilance, Integrity,and Courage of the Higheſt Court 
of Iudicature (for ſot2e Houſe of Peeres in Parhament is)to lead 
the People by their Example to fo folemnean At asa Covenant 
with God Almighty,which at the inſtant you took it you intended 
ſhould fignify nothing? Will the poor People of Eng/and,wh-reof 
it maybe too many have looked upon your example with Reve- 
rence, and thought many things fit or lawfull only becauſe you did 


them, when they ſhall ftad that you have vowed in the preſence of - 


eAlmighty Goagthe ſearcher of all hearts,as you ſhall anſwer at the 
great Day, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſpall be diſcloſed, that you 
will, according: to your poweraſſiſt the Forces raiſed and continued by 
beth Houſes of Parliament, againſt the Forces raiſed by rhe King; 
will they([ ſay think thar your Lordſhip intended nothing by rhts 
Vow, but what you were obliged to by your Oathes of Allegiance 
and Supremacy,thar is,to defend the King'to the utmoſt of your Pow- 
er, againff all ConSfiracies and attemipts whatſoever, whirh ſhall be 
mad: againſt His Perſon, His Crown and Dignity, and 19 doe your 


beſt endeavenr.to diſcloſe and make Pnown to Him all Treaſor « ard | 


Conſpiracies which ſhall be againſt Hins,to your power to aſſiſt all In 
riſadittions, Priviledges, Prehemmences and. Authority belonging to 
Him, or united to the Imperiall (rown of this Realme;, and indeed to 
doe all things which by this your new facred Vow you _—_ 
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{worn to dot? Will this Salvo reconcile all tho(e centradi&tions?& 
is this ſubri!ty the firſt fruits of y our Humility and Reverence of the 
Divine Majeſty, your hearty ſorrow for your own ſinnes and the 
ſinnes of the Nation,aud your true intention to endeavour the amend. 
ment of your own wayes?For Geds ſake(my Lord)talk not of preſer= 
ving the truereformed Proteſtant Religion, and oppoſing Papilts 
and Popery, when your Actions deſtroy the Elemen:s of Chriltiae 
nity, and adinita latitude to your Conſcience to introduce Arhe-. 
iſe, & Rules, which the Turkes in pure naturalt honeſty 'abhorre. 
and deteſt,Get your {e}fto an opinion and avow It boldly, ſeewhar. 
you hazard, and play your game out above board, bea deſperate 
Gameſter,if you cannor be a sk#full anc, & ſo ve capableof advan» 
tige by good luck;but to becozened and cheared to ferve other 
mens turnes,and to helpto cozen your ſelfe by little ſhifts and eva. 
ſions, makes you be hated by them you ſerve, deſpiſed by us, and 
Will make you be laught at when you aredead. 
But(my Lord) admit you were indeed too hard for them by this 
Salvo, and by the interpoſition of three or foure other words ( in 
order to the ſecurity & preſervation of the true Reformed Troteſtant * 
Religion &c according to your power and vocation &c,) had notably 
reſervedaliberty to your ſelves of complying with your former 
Oathes; T hat Ozthes were to be interpreted according to the In- 
tention of the Perſon that takes them, ( which being an inſtrument 
between God and us, and ſo*every Covenant being to be token, 
ſtrongeſt againſt our ſelves,cannot be admitred;)yertif another man 
who hath taken this vow believes himfelfe obliged by it, to the 
utmoſt At even agiinſtthe Life of rhe Kine, hath not he reaſon to 
belteve,chat you have bound your ſelfe to affift thar Perſon in whi 
he ſhall doe in purſuance ofthat Oath? I would 1 vere ablete 
mekeen anſwer for you; bat admit farther, chat in all the promiſo- 
ry part wbichcontatne* what you will doe , or what you will not 
doe, tha? you were (afe and had engaged yoir ſelfe to doe no more 
ornoleſſsthen your Duty : pray conſider the poſitivepart,' whar 
Salvo have you for that?you doe believe that there hath Goes CF now 
ia Popiſh & Traiterous PIM for the ſubverſion of whe true reformed 
Proteſtant Religion and the Liberty of the Subjet,and that inpurſu- 
ance thereof a Popiſh Army hath rh ratſed, & # now 0n foot in di- * 
\ verſe 
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'verſe parts of this Kingdom; which Army you imply tobe the Ar- 
my raiſed for the King,and therefore you promiſe toaſliſt againſt it, 
Now itſe<ms your Lordſhip doth not belceve the Preamble tobe 
conſiderable, or any part of the Oath, for I am ſure you cannor be- 
leeveany Popiſhor Traiterous Plot tobe on this ſide ; where the 
Treaſon is the Law will judge, and wherethe Papiſts are will veſt 
be found in the Muſter-Rolls of both Armies; yon have had whole 
Troopes of that Profeſſion and no fault found with their Religion, 
till they have given over being Rebells; whileft they are with you, 
they defend the truc Reformed Proteſtant Religion, but when 
they revolt, to their Allegiance, they are Papiſts, and ought to be 
disbanded; indeed you take the courſe to compellthe King to doe 
His duty,by driving them to Him for ProteRtion, which he cannot 
deny to His Subjects, but you keepthem from per'orming their 
duty in aſſiſting their Prince, by tripping & Plundring, and leavin 
thom naked to the World. In good faith (1 ask pardon of Diſcrett- 
on and Truth for being ſtartled) your confident diſcourſes of Po- 
iſh Armics and Supplies from Papilts made me once imagine the 
mg might in truth receive ſome notable Supplies from the per- 
ſons of that profeſſion,and it was not hard for me to beleeve, that 
that party which felt ſo much rigour & cruelty from you, and were 
ſure to ſuffer an utrer extirpation,if you prevaile', ſhould willingly 
facrifice all they had to that Soveraigne Power which might mer- 
ciful'y allay thatfury, and preſerve them till in th? number of His 
Subjeas; bur I find there ts a narrowneſle, a vulgar ſpititedneſle, 
and a ſcandalous parſimony in al Religions, even theie men will 
havethe comfort of being ſtarved with Mony in their Purſes; for 
Iam affured by thoſe who are converſant with thoſe Accounts, 
art all the Mony His Majeſty harh recciycd from all the Papiſts of 
England,fince He hath beenpnt to raiſe and con inue theſe Forces, 
is not halfe ſo machas is in truth cue ro Hem by the Law upon 
thoſe moderate Compoſitions made with them; And for any Aſſi- 


tance He hath by their perſonall ſervice, you have long agoe hea- . 


red (and lhavercaſon enough robeleeve) that the Papilts in all 
His Armies will not make one Regiogent : how many more you 

have, and how many more you would be g)ad to haye, your Lord- 

ſhip can better judge then 1, OO 
Cily 
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- colle& Maney for the maintenance of your Rebellious Army) for 


| Cuted upon the two famous Citizenabf Brifo/(who will live glo- 


(5) 
Well, there hath been « rreacherow aud horrid Defigne wn 
diſcovered, te (wrprize the (itie2of London and Woeſtminfter, and 
God knowes what; and yow ave abherre and deteſt that wicked and 
treacherous Deſigne. *Tis well done whether your know ir or not: 
but whar may this treacherous Defigne be, tlac, M* Pym faycs, 
would have deſtroyed the City and the Kingdome, and in their Rix- 
ines have buried Religion and Liberty? another Gunpowder Trea- 
ſon, like that of the Proteſtation againſt che firſt Remonſtrance? 
The King hathſent a Commiſſion (for now *tis printed all the 
World knowes what it is) to certain perſons to uſe their utmoſt 
power to ſupprefſe thoſe who are in Rebellion again Him, and 
aſſiſt thoſe who are opprefled by them. Isthere one Popiſh or Po-+ 
piſhly affteRed perſoninthat Commiſſion,or to be I inthe 
whole Deſign ? Is there one Clauſe in iton the behalfe of rapiſts, 
or againſt the Liberty of the SubjeR ? Indeed it may ſeem ſtrange 
that the King ſhould ſo mach conſider that Apoſtare City (where 
the Rage of foine, andthe Tameneſſe ofothers have made up one 
general] Guilt) as tooffer them any countenance torelceve them- 

felves;bur that it ſhould be ahorrid & treacherous Deſign, (when... - 
you have in all the Counties of E-g/and Commanders of you 
Acilitigand Commiſſioners, even at this preſent,to affeſſe, rates 


the King to be willing to have ;an Army in London or Middleſex, 
whereby all other Armies, and that too, might be ſpeedilydisban- 
ded, will necd an Orator no lefle powertwll then M. Pyw, orhis 
Excellency himſelfe (whoin theſe nice Arguments is the better 
Orator) to make evident to the World.. Beleeve it (my Lord) 
whilſt there is one honeſt man left inthat City, there will be al- 
wayesa Piot toreduce itto its Loyalty, and todeſtroy this wicked 3 
Rebellion: neither will that unparalleIl'd 4 of Inhumanityccxcs» = 


riouſly in the Annajls of this Nation,: as the (tour Champions and 
Martyrs cfAllegiance,when the name of their Murtherer(Fjennes)' 
ſhill not be mentioned but with nar ?, ſofarre fright good men 
from their Duty,that yoar wild fury will rage long ancontrouled. 
Another of your propoſitions is , that you doe belteve tv your 
Conſcience, twat the Forces raiſed by the two Howſer of Parliament, 
are - 


(6;) 
are raiſed and toutinited for their juſt defence, and for the de» 
fence of the true Proteſtant Reformed Religion , and Liberty of the 
Swbjeft, againſt the Forces raiſed by the King: does your Lordſhip 
in truth beleeyerhis? rake it in peeces. The two Houſes of Pars 
liament, being convened by the Kings ſole Wrirto adviſe with 
Him aboutthegreat Affaires of the Kingdom, formed their Coun- 
{clls with ſachſuccefſe , that in above fifteen Moneths (time c- 
nough tohave reformed and repaired all former miſtakes and 
irregularities in Church and State ) they never found the leaſt non- 
concurrence with them from His Majcſty in any particular propo- 
{cd, for theeaſeor benefit ofthe Common-wealth; what was, du- 
ring thae time,done by His ſingular Iuſtice and excefle of Bounty, is 
ſo well and fo particularly known to all the Word , that if your 
Treaſon and Rebellion were away, there would be ingratitude e- 
nough left to make you odious to the preſent, aud infamous to ſuc- 
cecding Ages. When did the firſt Att of your defence begin? not 
till you: came $0 Edge-<1#, then I muſt confefle you were putto it, 
for it cannot be denied, the King went eight Miles out of His way 
tO find you; from thence you touk your (tile of defenfive Armes! 
Except you will needs date them from the tenthof 7a»wary, when 
you bad been overrun by the Law, if that detenſive Army of the 
Ciry had nor been raiſed toreſcue and preſerve the good Lord of 
Kimbolton, & his five pretious Members from a legal! procecding. 
Inthis ſenſe you have, I confefle,, been much upon the defenfive 
part,otherw1ſe you never pretended ground of Argument for your 
taking Armes, bur Feares and Iealouſics, no danger of anaffault 
froman active Enemy ,. except ſome few Papiſts under ground 
whom your vigilaney hath kept (Fill there. When you firſt voted 
your great General),and raiſed your wanton Army, 'twas to fetch 
up the King to you from Yorke, not to defend your ſelves againſt 
Him; and you cannot but kngw you were 1o farrefrom being in 
danger to be affaulted, that ſetting-aſide your afts of Holtility in 
> . _ . 
your Votes and Ordinances , by which youhad ſurprized Forts, 
T awnes, and the whole Navy, when you had a formed Army of 
Horſeand Foot ( I believe much greater then you have now) the 
King had not ſo many Musketsas you had Cannon, nor ſo many 
Swards as you had Companies; and on my Conſtience { I wy 0 
| arre 
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Are excuſe you fromintending ir ſhould come to this) if you had 
thought He Feld have got any, your Lordſhip and Ry Os of 
your good friends , who for quietneſſe ſake have done much mil+ 
chicks, would have prevented theſe troubles. But why areyou 
lefſe aſhamed to be courened Rtill,then to confefie you have bin fo; 
ou expreſſed well in your own honeſt Speech/, how, much you 
ho been deceiyed;; trult thein to more that deceived you, mych 
of that is fallen vut youthen forefaw,the reſt will follow; ts a mi- 
ſery to foreſee, and not to prevent, at leaſt bearinga part in doing 
the miſchiefe which you forcfee aruſt deſtroy the Doers, Remems, 
ber you were told,there was noDefigne againſt Biſhops to alter the. 
Government of the Church, you ſee they are now inconliſtent 


with the Proteſtant Reformed Religion, and a new way muſt be _ | 


found out of Government; and thenas M. Aarti», 'and M. Morty 
uſeyou now, M, Caſzand M. (a/amy willuſe you then, between 
both. yau will be a great Lord. Remember you were promiſed 
when this Army was firft raiſed, there ſhould be no fighting, no 
Reſiſtance ( and in truth when you ſaw Votes could enable you to 
raiſe Armies, who had no power , *tis no-wonder you believed 


they could keep the King from raiſing any who had Power) that 


the King ſhould be brought gently up to you, and you ſhould haye 
what Places you pleaſed, There hath been fighting and reſiſtance; 
the King is not yet brought up to you, 8 I dont find the Places ate 
like to be diſpoſed as you defire. You were aſluredall poſſible re» 
gard was to the ſafetyof theKing,& you were your ſelf required by 
our Proteſtation to promiſe todefend His Perſon , you have fince 
feed affured in w hatdanger His Perſon hath been, by the affault of 
your Army, and you are now compelled to ſweare you will aſſiſt 
that Army againſt Him. When will you think your felfe couzened 
enotgh to abhorre theſe men? do you not yet apprehend that theſe 
met every day,whileft they perſwade you they intend a Peace,doe 
ſomewhat to make Peace impoſſible? Isthe impriſoning the Kings 
Meſſengers who come to 'moye you to Peace; the acculing t 
Queen of high Treaſon for loving Her Husband, and for doin 
that for which the preſent Age mult reverence, and poſterity wi 


- envy Her; the Nurthering the- ewo good men of Briftel incold 
| lod a Murther that will calt for +. ET from God, and Iu» 
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England, whom you have nor traduced, impriſoned,or eminent- 
ron ofog: difcountenanced , even i ole whole be ow 


Set of the true Reformed Proteſtant Sorin a bord ſcurri- 
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(10) 
would you would leave men this liberty, that you would notcom- 
ell them to be worſe then they haye a mind tobe, and you would 
be contented to abſolve them from the Law, and truſt them with 
their owne Inclinations ; though you pull downe the Jncloſures, 
uſe no violence to hunt them from their knowne Pathes; let their 
owne love of Liberty lead them, withour being driven. by your 
fury, Conſfiderthe Liberty of the Subje& before you found out this 
device to defendit ; how ſtrcngly was it guarded and: fenced by 
knowne, cleere, excellent Lawes, not capable of any dammage or 
- inconvenience, to which there was nota proper reparation & re- 
 medyprepared ; if anylittle breacheshad been made in this Fen: e 
{for in compariſon of the gappes you have ſince made in it in one 
bower, what was donein 16.ycares before was but little) with 
what diligence, Induſtry and Bounty did His Majefty comply with 
.youto make themup, and ſo finiſhed the Worke, that if you had 
not taken all this monſtrous paines todeltroy it,yoar Ecuntry now 
had been the wonderand Envy af Chriſtendome, in Peace, and all 
the Ornaments of Beauty, Plenty, and Luſtre which Peace de- 
fires.to be adorned with. W hat preffure or violation was offered to 
this Liberty, wken you firſt rook up your defenſive Armes ? See 
now to whatdegree you have advanced ir, as it bath reference to 
our Goods and Eſtates, your Ordinances of ſequeſtration, your 
weekly Aſſeſſ:ments, and your Orderfor the 20th part, abundant- 
W exprefles your Care; as it hath reference to Our Perſons, the 

ull Gaoles inall places, and the very many Houſes you have tur- 
ned intoGaoles for the ſafe keeping of Our Liberty, will be Rare 
Monuments to Poſterity ; as it concernes Our Conſcience, you 
need no other Evidence (though you have ſtore) then this your 
ſacred Vow and Covenant , Ifthis be your courſe to defend Liber- 
ty, I would you would for variety ſake practiſe ſome way to de- 
ſtroy it, it may be it might prove the more Soveraigne Remedy ro 
.the Common: wealth, *Tis Mt Pyms third Obſervation of the evill 
Conſcience of thoſe who were in the late Plot, they that pretended to 
take Armes to defend their owne Property, obtained a Commiſſion to 


violate the Property of others, they would tuke the Aſſertionof the 


Lawes of the Land, but aſſumed to them ſuch a power, as was moſt 
#ortrary to that Law, to ſeiz4 npen their Perſons without dne pra- 


ceſſez. 


\n) 
Ceſſe, to impoſe upon their Eſtates without Conſent, to take aw 

ſome lives by the Law Martiall; this isa Text I hope your Lord: 
ſhip will belceve, and is forraly an inſtanceof evill Conſcicnee, 
that if His Majcſty had uſed theſe words in any of His Meſlages 
or Declarations they had been Voted at leaſt an. imputation up- 
on both Houſes, and a Cenfure of - their Proceedings. But Mr 
Pym may Libell againſt you ( aud in carneft you will find moſt 
of his ſpeeches to be ſach ) withont breach of Priviledge, he 
hath found our too new Conſervators of our Liberty which we 
ever heard of till now, inſtead of King, Lords and 'Cominons, 
The Parliament, (that is the Cloſe Committee) the Ciry, and 
the Army are the three vitali parts of the Kingdome, in which (he 
wo ot only the well being, but the wery life and being of it doth 
coxþſt; and yer they perſwade your Lordſhip theyare willing to 
disband this Army. You will fay theſe Inyaſions upon Liberty are 

the effeAgof theſe diſtempers , which*tis your bulinefle to ſup- 
prefſe, which being done the SubjeR ſhall have no more cauſe to 

.complaine. But, my Lord, We thar live ata diſtance have welbob- 
ſerved that the principles and foundations for all this miſchicfe 
were 1:id,long before your Miſtreſſe Neceſſity was owned by you, 

long before your Armies were raiſed; ws Rapanes, all your 
Plunderings & Impriſonings are not mong-deftraRivero the libers 
ty of the SubjeR, then your Voresof the 15h of Aſarch; your aſſy- 
ming power ſo to declare Law, that what: you ſaid or dids was 

therefore Law becauſe*rwas yours. How many men were impriſo- 

ned and undone by you, expreſly againſt the Law and the Petition 

of Right ? How many Acts of Parliament ſuſpended and Actions: 
coneby you in a Diameter contrary to Acs-of Parliament; ſothat 

intruth all yout cxccſles fince which yon excuſe by imputing them 

to your Army, and the raiſing that Army, are bar ſaperſtrucures- 

upon the foundations you laid in your calmeſt and molt undiſtur- 
bed Government, and there is nothing that you of the moderate 

Party have ſince refuſed to conſent to, which might not very well 

have followed from ſome of thoſe propelitians which eygn your 

ſelves have before admitted, defended, and contrived. ', 

I have troubled yuur Lordſhip longer n.this Argument then I 
ma:ant, and have the vanity to ng that your often reading this 
| over 
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(44a) 
over, tlitnghir be nomore then you knew before, wor woke ſome 
tmpreMion in you, doe got think that which is ip it ſelfe fimply itl 
canbe made 200d by a Vote, or that the word Parliament can give 
Reperationto Attionsabſolurely wickediin themſelves: M.Pym 
ells you in this goodly Specch of his, that a Parliament is but 4 
Tarkg/e when the freedome ofir i ſuppreſſed, that if it be deprived of 
its own Liberty gt is leſt witbout life or power to keep the Liberty of 0. 
hers; Alas(my Lord) though you willanſwer no other part of my 

Letrer;&&!1 me upon your Honour, would you have taken this 1a 
Covenant,it you had had liberty to have refuſed it; if you had nor, 
"where is your freedomof Parliament? can you yet look upon thar 
arrany ahg reverence ? think of your number, think of their 
| baliegs hiok adly oftheir Aﬀtions, and you will caſfly find a way 
at ereisbut one that T know) ro evade your Covenant.Ir was 
unjaſtly, impieuſly impoſed upon you, raſh]y, unlawfully (tofay 
no worſe) taken by you, you gughe not, you muſt not keep ir. Bur 
that's not cnough, winde year ſelf oat of this Labyrinth with Cou- 
rage and Magnanimity, and in your-'Evening doe ſomewhat that 
_ may redeem the fau]rs of the day, Conſider thatrhefe men whoby 
your Allitance proſper intheir' bad wayes, are doing thejr' own 
balineſſe, and every day make a Progrefleto their own ends, My 
'Lord S4y, ſince all honeſt men have been undoing, bath'bettered 
'his own Eſtare above twenty thouſand pounds, befides advancing 
bis younger Sqnnes toflill and ample Revenues. M.Pym hath ſwer 
to purpoſe, and hath thrived ſo well in rwo years, that he js your 
- equall arleaſt. 'They whoabhorrt Biſhops revenge themſelves ar 
yaur charge, and every Aion that advances that Neſigne is more 
pleaſant to themthen life. Your great Generall hath the Soveraign 
| dchpeot oppoſing the King,and' having his Health drank with 
Jawd Muſique, Periington, Ven, Fulk, and Manwarivg are from 
broken, beggetly, coritemptible Varlets, become your fellow 
Peeres,& no doubt wherithey chave reconciled your Lordſhips & 
the Comons intoone Houſe, will have the negative voyce,(which 
you two have ſnatched from the King, ) depoſited in their hands. 
That virall part ofthe Kingdom, the City, will never be truſted in 
your Cuſtody whohave-managedallthe reſt oil]. If any Accident 
| thould happen, Providenceor Vifory to defeatthem, theſe _ 
have 
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have been good and wary Husbands,and have the fortimde tolove 
any Country cquall to their own, Is your Lordſhip of a conſtitution 
fit co mingle withtheſe men? Is your Revenue improved, or Exe. 
chequer inlarged ſince theſe troubles? Is any one defigne of yours 
fatisfied by your concurrence, or canyon be content rodyea Pecre 
"I of New- England, or the Ile of Providence? Is not your Reputati- _ 
on and Intereſt with all good men loſt,and have yau one friend lefe 
whoſe faec you knew a year before this Parliament? Theſe ars 
Melancholique conſiderations, but you muſt rnry throagh them, 
and then if ſome Noble, at leaſt honeſt reſoJutien doe net poſe 
ſefſe you, reſolve to dye the laſt of your name, andto leavethis 
CharaRer behind you , That riotwithſtanding all your diſcourſe 

and pretence of Religion, you would haye turned Turkg, 
if the Major part of both Houſes, and 
part ofthe Kingdome had requited you 
to take a Covenant to that - 


parpole. 
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